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There are several occasions where you may need to merge multiple text files into single text file. For example, you can receive a CD containing hundreds of text files, all in different directories, which you need to combine into a file for import into Excel, etc. It is also useful if you have network log files, server log files, or backup logs that you want to combine in connection with data mining or data analysis.
There are a couple of different ways you can go about joining text files together, and the results are slightly different depending on the method you choose. In this article, I'm going to write about several ways to combine text files so that if a method doesn't work so well, try something else. Method 1 - Command Prompt If you are ok using the command prompt, then there are a few simple commands you can
use to merge a whole bunch of text files quickly. The advantage of using the command prompt is that you don't need to install third-party applications. If you want a small primer on using the command prompt, check out my beginner's guide to use the command prompt. Also, since the command line can take multiple parameters, you can really create quite complicated command to filter and sort through
which files you want to include in the join process. I'll explain the simplest command, but will also immerse itself in some examples to show you how to do the more complicated things. First, open Windows Explorer and go to the directory where you text files are located. If the files are stored in many subfolders, navigate to the parent directory. Press and hold CTRL+SHIFT, and then right-click an empty
location in the Explorer window. This opens a command window that is already set to the directory you were in. Now we just need to type the command. As you can see above, I have three text documents in the folder along with a few folders. If I just want to combine the text files in this one folder, I want to issue this command: for %f i (*.txt), type %f &gt;&gt; c:\Test\output.txt In encoding parlance, this is a
simple FOR loop that loops through all the files ending with . TXT and sends them out to a file called output.txt. As you can see above, the loop runs only a separate command for each text file that it finds in the directory. Note that if you have a text file but it has a different file type such as .log or .dat, etc, you can only change the *.txt value in the command. It is also worth adding that the output should be to
a different location than the current directory, otherwise it will add the output file to itself since it is also a text file. Now let's say you have text files that are placed not only in a folder, but in many subfolders. In this case, we can add a parameter to the command, which will tell it to search for text files in all subfolders in the current directory. for /R %f in (*.txt), type %f &gt;&gt; c:\Test\output.txt You will notice
the /R parameter immediately after Now when I run the command, you will see that it finds a few additional text files in the three directories that are in the same directory. As usual with the command prompt, there is actually another command that allows you to do the same as the FOR statement above. The command is actually much easier, and if it works well for you, then feel free to use it instead of the
method above. copy *.txt output.txt This command works well but does not have as many options as the previous command. For example, it does not allow you to re-search through subfolders. Method 2 - TXTCollector TXTCollector is a free text file merging tool with a decent function set. It is very easy to use and can be configured to work in a couple of different ways. First, type or copy and paste the
folder path in the Folder box at the top or just click the Browse Folders button and select the folder with the text files. You can then choose the type of files you want to combine. By default, TxtCollector searches for all TXT files and combines them. However, you can select from the list and combine or merge multiple CSV, BAT, HTM, LOG, REG, XML, and INI files into one as well! Select the Include
subfolders check box if you want TXTCollector to look into each subfolder in the main folder again. TXTCollector will show you exactly how many files it found in the directory. You can then select a delimiter to display between each file that is combined. This is a nice feature that you do not get with the command-line method. Either you can choose from the drop-down menu, or you can just type what you
want into the box. By default, the program will place the directory name, file name, and delimiter between each file. To combine the files continuously without pause between each file, select the No delimiter, No filename, and No line breaks check box. You will then have the choice of adding a space between the files or not. The cool thing about TXTCollector is that you can really customize it. If you click on
the link at the bottom called Extensions and Delimiters, you can add your own extensions to TXTcollector. Edit the extensions.txt file located in the TXTCollector application data directory. Note that TXTcollector only handles plain text files, no matter what extension is used. Therefore, it cannot combine multiple XLS files, for example, unless they are saved as plain text. The only limitation of the program is
that it can only combine 32,765 text files at once. If you have more than that, you can combine as many into one and then combine the large one with more smaller, up to 32,765! Overall, a very simple but powerful freeware app to combine multiple text files. Hopefully, these two methods will work for most people. If you have run into a situation that is more complicated, please feel free to post a comment
and I'll try to help. Also be sure to check out my second post on how to combine multiple PowerPoint presentations. Enjoy! Amy Dombrower Portable Document Format (PDF) is a widely used format for completed electronic documents, interactive forms and documents to be printed commercially. The format can be viewed using any basic PDF reader. PDF content can't be changed easily, but there are
tools to provide help, The popular PDF creation software Adobe Acrobat can not only create individual PDF documents, but can also merge multiple PDFs into a single document. On the File menu, click . Select Combine, and then merge files into a single PDF.. Click the Add Files menu. Select Add Files to merge individual files or Add folder to merge all files into a single folder. Browse your computer's
files and select the folder or files you want to add. Tap Control to select multiple files at once. Click Add Files. The files you select are added to the list of files. Rearrange the sequence of the files by clicking and dragging a file to a new position in the order. Select the file size you prefer at the bottom of the window. Click Combine Files. Wait while Acrobat converts the files to a single PDF file. Save the new
merged PDF document. On the File menu, click . Select Combine files. Click Add Files to merge individual files. Browse your files and press Ctrl while selecting multiple files. Click Add Files. To merge a folder, click Add Folders, select the folder you want to add, and then click OK. The files will be listed in the Combine Files window. Rearrange the order of the PDFs by selecting and dragging a file to a new
location. Select the file size and conversion setting you prefer. Click Next. Select Merge Files into a single PDF. Click Create. Wait while Acrobat completes the merging process. Click Save. Type a file name for the new merged PDF, and select a destination folder for it. Click Save. By Filonia LeChat Microsoft Word may not be the first choice to create and maintain a digital scrapbook, but the program
allows you to cut, copy and paste among its pages that you cut and paste in real life. An accidental click can cause the current document to take on the appearance of what you're pasting instead of what you're pasting from. It's pretty easy to keep control of formatting in Word, even when combining files. Stay vigilant when you want to merge. Start Word, and open the file you want to merge to another file.
Click the Home tab if it's not enabled, and then click the Select button on the ribbon. Click Select All. The entire document is highlighted. Right-click anywhere in the highlighted area and select Copy. If you accidentally click the highlight before copying, repeat the Select All process. You can now close this document if you want. Open it Word file. Browse to the location in this document where you want to
merge in the first file, file, as at the very end of the document. Press Ctrl-Enter to add a new page with a page break for the copied document. You can also just click the cursor and press the Enter key for a line break if desired. Right-click anywhere in the new area and select Paste. The copied document is pasted and retains formatting. If you pasted the new document between parts of another file instead
of at the end, scroll to the point where the entered document meets what was originally in the file. You'll see that the formatting of the in-in document doesn't overwrite it meets— each section retains the formatting. Formatting.
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